The Action will also complement the Net Zero Industry Act (NZIA)¥, which proposes to create the necessary
conditions to facilitate investments in net-zero technology manufacturing projects and makes it easier for project
promoters to build up net zero industrial manufacturing. In this regard, the EU aims to reach net-zero technologies
manufacturing capacity of at least 40% of the Union's needs by 2030. The NZIA will help accelerate the EU’s
progress towards climate and energy targets by 2030 and to climate neutrality by 2050, while boosting the
competitiveness of the EU’s industry. This is especially relevant as many climate technologies, renewable energies,
electric vehicles require a significant amount of critical raw materials for their production.

The Action will also underpin the EU’s Global Gateway!! strategic objectives by analysing the links between the
EU’s industry and supply chains worldwide and by providing inputs for the EU to take a proactive stance in third
countries whenever socio-economic and environmental issues may rise from Chinese activities (or other countries).
Finally, the Action is also relevant regarding the UN Sustainable Development Goal 12 on “Ensuring sustainable
consumption and production patterns”, in view of the links between extractive industries and development aspects.

Main stakeholders

The Action will involve engagement with organisations that possess information and data on Chinese investments
in critical raw materials. These may include, for instance: EU academia, think-tanks, research centres, CSOs, local
and national authorities in third countries which are key in global supply chains for critical raw materials, other
partner countries, international organisations, as well as EU institutions and policy makers.

The Action will also be implemented in close cooperation with the EU Delegations in relevant countries to ensure
that the activities will take into consideration the reality on the ground in partner countries and to ensure maximum
access to available information on critical raw materials.

Civil society organisations and local authorities might be involved in gaining access to data collection and
information, if considered useful by EU Delegations.

3 DESCRIPTION OF THE ACTION

3.1 Objectives and Expected Outputs

The Overall Objective of this action is to improve the EU’s understanding of China’s overseas investments in
critical raw materials (as defined in the Critical Raw Materials Act — CRMA) among European policy-makers to
contribute to reducing critical dependencies and strengthening resilience.

The Specific Objectives of this action are to:
1. Provide an overview of Chinese overseas investments in critical raw materials to assess current and
emerging patterns and to try to anticipate China’s actions globally.
2. Generate regular inputs and analysis which can inform relevant EU policies and tools (such as
foreign policy, trade, industrial, development).

The Outputs to be delivered by this action contributing to the corresponding Specific Objectives are:

1.1 Establishment of an observatory (including a pool of experts and a user-friendly and up-to-date
database/ spreadsheet) to systematically monitor Chinese global investments and activities in critical
raw materials.

2.1 Improved tools and easy effective use of a searchable repository of existing papers, articles, studies,

analysis by third parties including investment figures.

2.2 Improve information and advisory services for EU’s policy-making in the area of critical raw materials
including through new analytical reports to be developed by the observatory experts.

10 COM(2023)161 — Regulation proposal on establishing a framework of measures for strengthening Europe’s net-zero
technology products manufacturing ecosystem (Net Zero Industry Act)
11 JOIN/2021/30 final
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