4 IMPLEMENTATION ARRANGEMENTS

4.1 Financing Agreement

In order to implement this Action, it is not envisaged to conclude a financing agreement with the partner
country.

4.2 Indicative Implementation Period

The indicative operational implementation period of this action, during which the activities described in
section 3 will be carried out and the corresponding contracts and agreements implemented, is 48 months from
the date of adoption by the Commission of this Financing Decision.

Extensions of the implementation period may be agreed by the Commission’s responsible authorising officer
by amending this Financing Decision and the relevant contracts and agreements.

4.3 Implementation Modalities

The Commission will ensure that the EU rules and procedures for providing financing to third parties are
respected, including review procedures, where appropriate, and compliance of the action with EU restrictive
measures®,

4.3.1 Direct Management (Grants)

(a) Purpose of the grants

The objectives of the grants, fields of intervention, priorities and expected outcomes are described under
section 3. The grants are expected to focus on addressing direct basic human needs, building on and creating
synergies with ongoing humanitarian and basic needs/livelihoods actions.

The implementation by this/these entity(ies) entails contributing to (i) specific objective 1, including activities
such as the provision of mental health services, support to disabled persons, nutrition services and potentially,
activities in the field of education; and (ii) specific objective 2, including support to economic activities at
community level. Grant applicants will in particular need to create synergies with other activities funded
under EU Afghanistan crisis response and particular other activities under the EU’s basic needs assistance.

(b) Type of applicants targeted
In order to be eligible for grants, applicants must respond to the following criteria :

Be a legal person, and

Be an economic operators such as SMEs; or

be an international organisation as defined by Article 156 of the EU Financial Regulation; or

a non-governmental civil society organisation established in a Member State of the EU or an eligible

country as per Article 28 of the Regulation (EU) 2021/947; and

o be directly responsible for the preparation and management of the action with the co-applicant(s) and
affiliated entity(ies), not acting as an intermediary and

e be operational (i.e. already managing a project and/or have an office) in Afghanistan.

(c) Justification of direct grant(s)

Under the responsibility of the Commission’s authorising officer responsible, grants may be awarded without
a call for proposals to applicants eligible under the criteria defined in section (b) above.

40 www.sanctionsmap.eu. Please note that the sanctions map is an IT tool for identifying the sanctions regimes. The source
of the sanctions stems from legal acts published in the Official Journal (OJ). In case of discrepancy between the published
legal acts and the updates on the website it is the OJ version that prevails.
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