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a low-cost option for promoting health-seeking behaviours. Additionally, improved government capacity to 

coordinate partners drives programme efficiency and accelerates achievement of results.  

Nigeria’s demographic dividend has unguaranteed potential, with a high dependency ratio, a fast-growing population, 

and slow reduction in child mortality. Effective reproductive, maternal, and child health services including family 

planning, contraception and female education and empowerment are paramount to accelerate demographic transition 

and yield a demographic dividend. Birth spacing in particular has been identified as a way to manage sustained high 

fertility rates and reduce the high maternal and child mortality rates but Nigeria still struggles to make modern 

contraceptives readily available especially in Northern Nigeria.  

This action aligns with the objectives of the EU-Federal Republic of Nigeria Multi-Annual Indicative Programme 

(MIP) 2021-2027, in particular its third priority sector area focusing on Human Development. It aims to continue 

supporting investment in Youth, Family Planning and Reproductive Health as a pathway to helping Nigeria achieve 

a favourable demographic transition. Investing in SRHR is critical for human development and fundamental for 

achievement of the SDGs. The proper management of Nigeria’s growing population which the UN predicts to be one 

of the largest populations in the world by 2050 faces major SRHR challenges.  

The intervention is proposed for a period of five years, from 2023 to 2028, and will build on the achievements of a 

previous EU funded programme under the 11th EDF, by responding to the Reproductive, Maternal, Newborn Child 

and Adolescent Health with Nutrition (RMNCAH+N) challenges identified by the relevant Nigerian development and 

sector policies.  

The Action targets SDG 3, underpinned by at least 4 sub-targets (3.1 – maternal mortality, 3.2 – neonatal and child 

mortality, 3.7 - sexual and reproductive health care, and 3.8 – Universal health coverage). It also targets SDG 1 (no 

poverty), SDG 2 (no hunger), SDG 4 (quality education), SDG 5.3 (Eliminate all harmful practices, such as child, 

early and forced marriage and female genital mutilation), SDG 5.6 (gender equality and universal access to SRHR) 

and SDG 6 (clean water and sanitation) and SDG 10 (reduced inequalities), and 17 (partnership in sustainable Finance 

and Technology). Likewise, the action will contribute to the realisation of the EU Gender Action Plan 2021-2025 

GAP III, in particular to its thematic area of engagement “Promoting sexual and reproductive health and rights”. 

The Action’s specific objectives are complementary to the regional Team Europe initiative programming’s integrated 

and comprehensive support package that will tackle gender norms and barriers to accessing SRHR commodities; 

including manufacturing and access to health products and technologies in West Africa. The action also complements 

the Government of Nigeria agenda on Primary Health Care and the health sector reform. Finally, the Action supports 

the data accountability objective and incorporates learning through impact evaluation research activities to explore 

specific interventions, innovations and/or implementation modalities which will inform future investments by the EU, 

Federal and State governments, and other development partners in the area of health. It will ensure improved cost-

effectiveness of specific health interventions, innovations and/or implementation modalities through rigorous 

evaluations.  

2 RATIONALE 

2.1 Context 

Nigeria has a young population (63% of the population is under the age of 25) 2 confronted with numerous political, 

socio-economic, environmental, and security challenges; exacerbated by COVID-19 and the deepening of insecurity 

crises. Human development indicators have slumped, recession is looming and as many as 4 out of 10 Nigerians live 

below the poverty line (World Bank) 3. Nigeria ranks 123rd among 146 countries on the 2022 World Economic 

Forum’s Global Gender Gap Index (GGGI)4 and has a 97th rank in health and survival compared with the 104th rank 

from 2021. Nigeria also has one of the highest maternal mortality rates in the region, as well as neonatal and under 

five mortality5.  

                                                      
2 Federal Republic of Nigeria Multi-Annual Indicative Programme 2021-2027, paragraph 5, page 2 

3 Strategic Steering Committee (SSC) Annotated SSC Fiche September 2023, paragraph 1.1. Political outlook. 

4 Global Gender Gap Report 2022 | World Economic Forum (weforum.org) 
5 Women who were involved in household decision making were more likely to have children who survived to their fifth birthday 

(NDHS 2018). 

https://www.weforum.org/reports/global-gender-gap-report-2022

