frameworks in the Maldives” (EUR 200 000 - ended in Dec. 2020). It also builds on lessons learnt from other donor
funded projects and takes into account what others are currently doing or planning to do in the sector.

Among the main lessons learnt figure the following: (1) the justice and anti-corruption landscape is very dynamic in
the Maldives and progress (in terms of reforms towards enhanced independence) remains volatile, hence the need for
close project monitoring, flexibility and innovative approaches, constructive political dialogue and long-term
engagement accompanied by predictable financial support; (2) the importance to maximize presence on the ground
and regular interactions with the key national stakeholders to build trust: (3) the need to focus on gender equality
within the justice sector as there are still significant gaps as far as women and girls’ access to justice is concerned; (4)
the importance to work at different levels/nods of the justice chain (360 degree approach) and to embrace a multi-
stakeholders approach in terms of partners and beneficiaries, building partnerships not only with public institutions,
but also with civil society organisations (including grassroots), the media and the local communities (crucial to have
impact, to generate strong local ownership and to ensure resilience in case of major political shifts); (5) importance to
prioritize “decentralisation” of access to justice services delivery (including through digitalisation): (6) the growing
number of cooperating partners active in these sectors, hence the urgent need to improve proper coordination and
division of labour (ideally government-led).

3.5 The Intervention Logic

This action responds to both a clear need for support and a political opportunity for EU’s deeper engagement, building
on the current Government’s own strategic priorities and commitments on good governance, rule of law and anti-
corruption.

The underlying intervention logic for this action is that: IF the legal frameworks and key institutions from the justice
system are strengthened towards better oversight, efficient cases management, planning, data collection/monitoring
and inter-institutional coordination, in line with international standards; IF there is better access to justice services
across the atolls through decentralization, digitalisation and more accessible and effective legal aid and legal
assistance (including for vulnerable people and GBV/domestic violence survivors); IF people have a better access to
legal information and are better aware of their rights and of existing laws and legal mechanisms and; IF the sector
becomes more skilled, gender sensitive and improves its openness/transparency vis-a-vis the public, THEN the justice
system will perform better and be able to provide efficient quality services to all its citizens in an inclusive way. Also,
IF the anti-corruption legal framework is strengthened; IF oversight institutions are better equipped to carry out their
mandate efficiently and independently; IF there is a better operational cooperation among the different public
institutions dealing with investigations related to alleged corruption cases, and IF there is growing public awareness,
demand and initiatives around accountability and corruption issues. THEN anti-corruption efforts will be more
effective and better perceived.

Under the assumption that there is a genuine and sustained political will for reforms, it is likely that the conjunction
of the two outcomes here above will contribute over time to strenghten the rule of law, to reduce the perception and
occurrence of corruption practices and more broadly to consolidate democratic governance, social cohesion and the
trust/social contract between state institutions and the population in the Maldives. Indirectly, these two outcomes
could also contribute to improve the business climate and attract private investments in the country, as well as reduce
GBV/domestic violence through women empowerment and effective fight against impunity for this kind of crimes.
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