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- Develop an energy observatory to securely store and allow analysing energy-related data, for 

national/sectoral energy planning 

- Develop a service facility which supports business development and serves as exit strategy for the 

mentorship programme.  

 

The commitment of the EU’s contribution to the Team Europe Initiative to which this action refers, will be 

complemented by other contributions from Team Europe members. It is subject to the formal confirmation of 

each respective member’s meaningful contribution as early as possible. In the event that the TEIs and/or these 

contributions do not materialise, the EU action may continue outside a TEI framework. 

3.3 Mainstreaming  

Environmental Protection & Climate Change 
Outcomes of the SEA screening (relevant for budget support and strategic-level interventions) 

The Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) screening concluded that no further action was required.  

 

Outcomes of the EIA (Environmental Impact Assessment) screening (relevant for projects and/or specific 

interventions within a project) 

The EIA (Environment Impact Assessment) screening classified the action as Category C (no need for further 

assessment).  

 

Outcome of the CRA (Climate Risk Assessment) screening (relevant for projects and/or specific interventions 

within a project) 

The Climate Risk Assessment (CRA) screening concluded that this action is no or low risk (no need for further 

assessment).  

 

The action is expected to deliver positive environmental and climate change benefits because it aims to increase 

the use of renewable energy in Lesotho’s energy balance and improve energy efficiency, thus reducing carbon 

emissions, air pollution and dependence on imported fuels. The action is also expected to promote a more efficient 

use of biomass, currently a major source of thermal energy needs (cooking, heating) in the country, and reduce the 

environmental and health hazards associated with indoor air pollution. 

 

Gender equality and empowerment of women and girls 

As per OECD Gender DAC codes identified in section 1.1, this action is labelled as G1. This implies that gender 

equality and empowerment of women and girls is a significant objective of the action (GAP III, SDG 5). The 

design of the action was informed by the Country Gender Profile and a gender analysis carried out during the 

formulation outlining that women are generally more prone to energy poverty than men.  

 

Among the activities foreseen by this action, access to clean energy services, especially improved cooking stoves 

and solar water can have a gender transformational impact. Asset-based financing models like PAYGO to support 

the uptake of energy solutions offer a way to circumvent typical challenges hindering women’s access to finance 

(in Lesotho, men are twice more likely to access credit from commercial banks and micro-credit institutions than 

women10). The action will also target female-headed households and ensure that employment opportunities 

associated with the action focus on opportunities for women (productive use of energy) and that tertiary training 

opportunities encourage more women to participate in related subjects. Gender quotas in large-scale projects, 

gender sensitive compensation criteria and strategies to tackle trafficking must be taken into account to mitigate 

possible gender risks explained in the problem analysis sections.  

 

Human Rights 

The design and implementation of this action is inspired by the Human Rights-based approach and the need to 

ensure that those living in the most vulnerable situations are represented and can participate and steer Lesotho’s 

energy policy. The 2021 Multidimensional Child Poverty Report shows that poor nutrition and lack of access to 

electricity are significant causes of multidimensional poverty. Addressing energy poverty will help remove a 

significant socio-economic barrier that prevents many Basotho from enjoying their formal rights. Aware that 

market mechanisms, left to their own devices, do not necessarily serve the needs of low-income groups (lack of 

                                                      
10Bureau of Statistics (2018), Gender Report. 


