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capacities to benefit the rights to health and capacity building of duty-bearers). Every report shall provide an 

accurate account of implementation of the action, difficulties encountered, changes introduced. 

The Commission may undertake additional project monitoring visits both through its own staff and through 

independent consultants recruited directly by the Commission for independent monitoring reviews (or recruited 

by the responsible agent contracted by the Commission for implementing such reviews).  

5.2 Evaluation 

 

Having regard to the nature of the action, a final evaluation may be carried out for this action or its components 

via independent consultants contracted by the Commission. An additional assessment regarding the respect of 

human rights and gender equality can be commissioned, for which specific expertise will be allocated. The 

implementation of the five working principles of the human rights-based approach (participation, non-

discrimination, respect of all rights, transparency and accountability) will be assessed and evaluated. 

It will be carried out for problem solving, accountability and learning purposes at various levels (including for 

policy revision), taking into account in particular the fact the impact achieved, uptake of the successful strategies, 

modes of implementation and in subsequent EU programmes, by other development partner, Government of The 

Gambia and non-government actors. 

The Commission shall inform the implementing partner at least 30 days in advance of the dates envisaged for the 

evaluation missions. The implementing partner shall collaborate efficiently and effectively with the evaluation 

experts, and inter alia provide them with all necessary information and documentation, as well as access to the 

project premises and activities.  

The evaluation reports may be shared with the partners and other key stakeholders following the best practice of 

evaluation dissemination11. The implementing partner and the Commission shall analyse the conclusions and 

recommendations of the evaluations and, where appropriate, apply the necessary adjustments.  

Evaluation services may be contracted under a framework contract. 

5.3 Audit and Verifications 

Without prejudice to the obligations applicable to contracts concluded for the implementation of this action, the 

Commission may, on the basis of a risk assessment, contract independent audit or verification assignments for one 

or several contracts or agreements. 

6 STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION AND PUBLIC DIPLOMACY 

The 2021-2027 programming cycle will adopt a new approach to pooling, programming and deploying strategic 

communication and public diplomacy resources. 

Regional and global strategic communication and public diplomacy funds will be managed from headquarters.  

At country level, action documents for specific sector programmes are no longer required to include a provision 

for communication actions promoting the programmes concerned.  These resources will instead be consolidated 

in Cooperation Facilities established by support measure action documents, allowing Delegations to plan and 

execute multiannual strategic communication and public diplomacy actions with sufficient critical mass to be 

effective on a national scale. 

To that end, the EU delegation to The Gambia will first develop short strategic communication and public 

diplomacy plans that reflect the objectives of the Delegation as a whole in this domain, initially covering the period 

up to the Mid-Term Review (MTR).  

Strategic communication activities, including large-scale campaigns, will be implemented to measurably increase 

public awareness, understanding and support for the EU’s partnership with the country, including by promoting 

the Global Gateway Strategy and the Team Europe approach and initiatives. Public diplomacy activities designed 

to foster, maintain, strengthen and connect networks and communities will be implemented. Strategic 

communication and public diplomacy activities will promote the EU’s values, interests, policies and impact in the 

                                                      
11 See best practice of evaluation dissemination  

https://europa.eu/capacity4dev/evaluation_guidelines/wiki/disseminating-evaluations

