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impacting women’s access to the opportunities, services, and assets required to sustainably 

developing and executing their business ideas and/or expanding their existing businesses 

and; b) strengthening women's economic agency, i.e. their capacity and confidence to act 

on available opportunities and to influence decision-making. 

 The expected results of the action are: a) Afghan women have an increased access to the 

opportunities, services, and assets required to sustainably developing and executing their 

business ideas and/or expanding their existing businesses; and b) Afghan women have 

strengthened their economic agency, i.e. their capacity and confidence to act on available 

opportunities and to influence decision-making.  

 The actions will primarily target both unemployed/underemployed women and women-led 

SMEs (i.e. both potential female entrepreneurs and existing businesses with potential for 

growth) in both urban and rural areas. The actions will also target the communities where 

SMEs will operate and other relevant actors to ensure that the sustainability and scale of 

both women’s businesses and the overall economic environment within which they operate 

are not impacted by negative practices and attitudes towards women-led SMEs. 

 (b) Eligibility conditions 

 

 be legal persons and  

 be a member states agency, non-governmental organisation, civil society organisation, 

international research organisation, university or university related organisation or an 

international organisation as defined by Article 156 of the Regulation (EU, Euratom) 

2018/104626 and 

 be established in27 a Member State of the EU or an eligible nation as per Article 9 (DCI) 

of the Regulation (EU) 236 / 2014 (CIR). This obligation does not apply to international 

organisations and 

 be directly responsible for the preparation and management of the action with the co-

applicant(s) and affiliated entity(ies), not acting as an intermediary and 

 be operational in Afghanistan at the moment of the launch of the call for proposals. 

Subject to information to be published in the call for proposals, the indicative amount of the EU 

contribution per grant is EUR 5,000,000 and the grants may be awarded to sole beneficiaries 

                                                 
26  International organisations are international public-sector organisations set up by intergovernmental 

agreements as well as specialised agencies set up by them; the International Committee of the Red Cross 

(ICRC) and the International Federation of National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, European 

Investment Bank (EIB) and European Investment Fund (EIF) are also recognised as international 

organisations. 
27 To be determined on the basis of the organisation's statutes which should demonstrate that it has been 

established by an instrument governed by the national law of the country concerned. In this respect, any legal 

entity whose statutes have been established in another country cannot be considered an eligible local 

organisation, even if the statutes are registered locally or a “Memorandum of Understanding” has been 

concluded.  


